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“I love Paris because it is a city that loves sport: it has a passionate public, and a culture and 

tradition of high-level sport.” These are the words of Novak Djokovic: a great champion’s tribute to 

a great sports city1. For, if Paris is a capital of art, culture, fashion and gastronomy, it is also a 

leading sporting destination, staging major international championships and events each 

year. Whatever your favourite sport, you can play it in Paris. Whatever your favourite team, Paris 

offers you the opportunity to support it, at exciting fixtures in legendary, world-class venues.  

   

 

 

 

  

 

For football fans 

Two renowned venues – the Stade de France and the Parc des Princes – host high-voltage major 

league matches. Designed by Jean Nouvel, the Stade de France in northern Paris looks like a huge 

flying saucer. This is where the French national team plays its most important home matches. The 

stadium acquired the status of a national monument after France beat Brazil to win the 1998 World 

Cup. Then there is the Parc des Princes, a huge oval venue in the 16th arrondissement, right in the 

heart of the city. The home stadium of Paris Saint Germain, where a sizzling atmosphere reigns on 

match days, it hosts Europe’s top clubs each year during the prestigious Champions League. This 

historical venue is one of Europe’s most famous stadiums.  

Can’t make it to a PSG, French national team or Euro 2016 match? Then take a guided backstage 

tour of the Stade de France. Experience the spine-tingling magic of this legendary venue as you 

retrace the footsteps of some of the greatest names in French sport. Explore the locker rooms used 

by the likes of Zinédine Zidane, Lilian Thuram and Thierry Henry, and walk through the players’ 

tunnel out onto the pitch. There are guided tours (lasting around an hour) several times a day. The 

Stade de France is very easy to get to from the Gare du Nord in Paris.  

Stade de France. Zac du Cornillon Nord 93200 Saint-Denis. RER B (station: La Plaine de France), 
RER D (station: Stade de France-Saint Denis), M° Saint-Denis-Porte de Paris. 
www.stadedefrance.com 
Parc des Princes. 24 rue du Commandant Guillbaud, Paris 16th.  M° Porte d’Auteuil or Porte de 
Saint Cloud. www.psg.fr 

                                                           
1
 Novak Djokovic to an interviewer after winning the Masters 1000 tournament in Paris in November 2015.  

http://www.stadedefrance.com/
http://www.psg.fr/
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From 10 June to 10 July 2016, Paris will play host to all of Europe 

 

    

 

A new chapter in the history of these two stadiums – which have gone down in French and 

international football legend – will be written on the occasion of the Euro 2016, to be held in France 

from 10 June to 10 July. The stadiums will echo with the chants and rallying cries of supporters 

from all over Europe. For one whole month, Paris will be the epicentre of international football 

during an event that also promises to be one big party. People still remember the joyful and 

colourful festivities following France’s victory at the 1998 World Cup – the biggest spontaneous 

celebration since the liberation of Paris in 1945, with more than one and a half million Parisians 

pouring into the Champs-Elysées. On this occasion, Paris will be promoting the values of sport, 

which mirror its own values: fraternity, tolerance, respect for others, and intercultural dialogue.  

The Parc des Princes will be hosting 5 matches including one round of 16, while the Stade de France 

will host 7 fixtures including the opening match and the final. The national squads of France, 

Turkey, Croatia, Germany, the Republic of Ireland, Romania, Iceland, Austria, Portugal, Northern 

Ireland, Poland and Sweden, and top-rated players like Zlatan, Neuer, Lewandowski, Pogba and 

Ronaldo will take to the field in Paris in the group stages of the tournament. Spectators can watch 

the action in a variety of places: in the stands at the stadiums; in the fan zone on the prestigious 

Champ de Mars, below the Eiffel Tower, where giant screens will show live broadcasts of the 

matches, and in hundreds of bars throughout the city. As host city of the Euro 2016, Paris intends to 

make the event a genuine opportunity for people from all over Europe to come together in a festive 

and friendly atmosphere. A number of special events have been planned around the championship 

so visitors can combine sport with cultural outings, meeting Parisians and exploring the city. 

Highlights of the programme:  

-A huge football centre showcasing every aspect of the game, both real and virtual, will be set up in 

the heart of Paris, on Place de la République. Here, gamers can replay the entire Euro 16 

tournament on a console.  
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for the occasion) – a pleasant place to take a stroll or to relax – will host a pop-up artwork created 

by 24 artists representing the 24 countries that have qualified for the Euro 2016. Concerts, film 

screenings, and sporting and cultural facilities will be available throughout the championship on this 

riverside stretch offering a spectacular view of Paris.  

- A giant ‘operaoké’ will be organized in the fan zone by the Opéra-Comique de Paris. Supporters 

and locals will get together to form a huge amateur chorus and sing the best-known arias in the 

company’s repertory.  

- A ‘match’ concert involving audience participation will be held in the new auditorium of the 

Philharmonie de Paris, which has won praise for its exceptional design and acoustics. The public will 

be invited to relive one of the most memorable matches in UEFA Euro history in this shrine to 

symphony concerts, through a piece of musical theatre with a score and orchestration created 

especially for the occasion. The event – an entertaining way to recreate the atmosphere of a 

legendary match through music – builds bridges between sport and culture, combining classical 

music with football.  

Championship news and all fixtures on the UEFA website: http://fr.uefa.com/uefaeuro/index.html 
Latest sporting news (in French): www.lequipe.fr 
Programme of cultural events around the championship on the website of Paris City Hall: 
http://www.paris.fr/services-et-infos-pratiques/sports-et-loisirs/evenements-sportifs/uefa-euro-2016-

2774 

      

 

For tennis fans  

Paris hosts two of the top international tennis events. Each 

year from end May to early June, the thwack of tennis balls 

can be heard on the ochre clay courts of Roland Garros as the 

French Open, one of the four Grand Slam tournaments, gets 

underway. Built in 1927 to host the Davis Cup final, the 

stadium has since become one of the most prestigious venues 

on the world tennis scene, hosting both men’s and women’s 

tournaments. It has two vast courts – the central court, 

Philippe Chatrier, and the Suzanne Lenglen court, with capacity for 15,000 and 10,000 spectators 

respectively.  

Tennis legends such as Borg, Lendl, McEnroe, Noah, Federer, Nadal, Evert-Lloyd, Graf, Navratilova 

and Serena Williams have featured in the history of the French Open, which draws hundreds of 

thousands of spectators each year to the stadium’s one-of-a-kind atmosphere. A trip to Roland 

Garros is more than a guarantee of watching spectacular tennis matches and feats by top players. 

http://fr.uefa.com/uefaeuro/index.html
http://www.paris.fr/services-et-infos-pratiques/sports-et-loisirs/evenements-sportifs/uefa-euro-2016-2774
http://www.paris.fr/services-et-infos-pratiques/sports-et-loisirs/evenements-sportifs/uefa-euro-2016-2774
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rub shoulders with the city’s stylish elite. Shops, a restaurant, a tennis museum and the thrill of 

autograph hunting outside the locker rooms give a visit added interest.  

Every year in November, the AccorHotels Arena in Bercy hosts the Masters 1000, the final 

tournament of the season, where the cream of men’s tennis locks horns 15 days before another end-

of-season event in London. The event is a favourite of world number one Novak Djokovic: he is 

already a four-time winner in Paris. With its frenzied atmosphere and a passionate, demanding and 

excitable public, the tournament is known to be one of the most gruelling ones on the circuit. If you 

enjoy spectacular tennis and high drama, go and watch home-grown player Gaël Monfils wielding his 

racket during a night session in the warmth of the indoor court at Bercy.  

This sports arena with capacity for 20,000 spectators regularly hosts concerts and a variety of top-

level sporting events – more than 130 events per year. It was recently renovated and modernized, 

and now features among the world’s top five arenas, alongside Madison Square Garden, the O2, the 

Staples Center and the Mercedes-Benz Arena. It is well worth visiting.  

   

 

For rugby fans  

Rugby does not only thrive in south-west France and parts of the UK. It is also an integral part of 

Paris’s sporting identity. The city’s venerable rugby union club, Stade Français, plays in the Top 14 

league – the top tier in French rugby. Its home stadium Jean Bouin, boasting superb and very 

innovative architecture, is located right next to the Parc des Princes. And every year, the Stade de 

France hosts fixtures of the historic Six Nations championship, with England, Scotland, Wales, 

Ireland and Italy taking on the French national team. There is nothing quite like hearing the crowd 

roar as a player unleashes a tackle on an opponent or a solitary winger runs with the ball. Because 

Paris has so many rugby fans, Stade Français play some of their bigger matches in the larger-

capacity Stade de France, which can accommodate up to 80,000 fans – who flock here to celebrate 

their passion for the game in a friendly, festive atmosphere. The rest of the time, Paris’s rugby 

players demonstrate their talent at the Jean Bouin stadium, renovated in 2013 by the architect 

Rudy Ricciotti. 
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For cycling enthusiasts 

Paris is the place to watch the finish of the world’s greatest cycling race: the Tour de France. After 

their gruelling climb across the high passes of the Alps and the Pyrénées, the dogged riders sprint 

several laps around the Champs Elysées in the now-iconic final stage. The ceremonial procession 

around the most beautiful monuments in Paris (the Louvre, the Arc de Triomphe and the Eiffel 

Tower) is an amazing show. 

 

 

For horse racing fans 

Paris offers plenty of opportunities to back a horse and get caught up in the excitement of a race. 

Watch with bated breath as your chosen horse and jockey thunder past on the racecourse – at 

Auteuil, Longchamp, Vincennes or Chantilly. The Longchamp racecourse inside the Bois de Boulogne 

traditionally hosts the Qatar Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe: the biggest and best-known international 

race, watched live by nearly a billion viewers around the world. Racegoers compete to be the best-

dressed; stylishly attired men and women in eye-catching ensembles and hats give the event an 

absolutely unique atmosphere. In 2016, though, the race will be held at the Chantilly racecourse, a 

magnificent setting on the edge of the forest, right next to the famous chateau, with capacity for 

30,000 people. This is a wonderful opportunity to combine a day at the races with a historical and 

cultural visit.  

If you can’t attend this exceptional event, never fear: you can experience the excitement of a horse 

race practically every day of the week at one Paris racecourse or another. The Vincennes 

racecourse, for example: inaugurated  in 1863, it can accommodate up to 35,000 people. It hosts 

the biggest harness races (more than a thousand races each year), including the prestigious Prix 

d'Amérique. If you don’t care for horse racing, but your children love horses, take a look at the 

Vincennes events calendar: the evening activities and ‘Super Sunday’ events make for a great family 

outing. The restaurant has a panoramic view, so you can have dinner while enjoying the spectacle 

of horses galloping around the racetrack.  



→ Press file 2016 – Paris Convention and Visitors Bureau 

 

7 
 

P
A

R
IS

 S
P

O
R

T 

  

 

Stade Roland-Garros: Chemin de Ceinture du Lac Inférieur, Paris 16th - M° Porte d’Auteuil, 
Michel-Ange Auteuil, Michel-Ange Molitor. www.rolandgarros.com.  
Bercy AccorHotel Arena: 8 Boulevard de Bercy, Paris 12th - M°Bercy. 
www.accorhotelsarena.com 
Arrival of the Tour de France: www.letour.fr.  
Stade Jean Bouin: 20-40, avenue du Général-Sarrail, Paris 16th - M° Porte d’Auteuil or 
Porte de Saint Cloud. www.stade.fr 
 
Horse races 
Hippodrome de Longchamp. Paris 16th - M° Porte Maillot or Pont de Neuilly. 
Hippodrome de Vincennes. 2 route de la Ferme – Paris 12th - M° Château de Vincennes. 
Hippodrome d’Auteuil. Route d’Auteuil aux Lacs, Paris 16th - M° Porte d’Auteuil. 
Hippodrome de Chantilly, Avenue de la Plaine des Aigles, 60500 Chantilly.  
www.hippodromes-parisiens.fr/ www.prixarcdetriomphe.com/www.france-galop.com 

Paris: a city of champions 

Did you know? In 2015, Paris was the city of sporting excellence and performance. In rugby, 

handball and football, Paris clubs emerged as the champions of France. Paris Saint Germain 

was the French football champion for the third year in a row, and also won the two national 

cups in a historical hat-trick. A multi-sport club, PSG also won the French handball 

championship for the second time in its history. As to rugby, Stade Français picked up the 

Bouclier de Brennus, or Brennus Shield, in the final of the French rugby union domestic 

league against Clermont-Ferrand for the 14th time in its history. The trophy is given to the 

winning team each year.  

 

PARIS, THE ULTIMATE SPORTING CITY: CALENDAR OF MAJOR 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Paris loves sport – all kinds of sport. If you’re fed up of football’s dominance, or are keen on 

women’s sport, you’ll find plenty to interest you in the following list. Paris will be hosting some 

major events across a variety of sporting disciplines in the coming months and years. The men’s 

handball championship, golf’s Ryder Cup, the women’s football world championship … there’s 

always a sporting event on in Paris. Mark your calendars – don’t miss out on these great events!  

http://www.rolandgarros.com/
http://www.letour.fr/
http://www.stade.fr/
http://www.prixarcdetriomphe.com/www.france-galop.com
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September 2016: Climbing world championships. The top climbers will challenge each other on the 

climbing walls of the AccorHotel Arena. www.ffme.fr 

January 2017: World men’s handball championship. Paris will host the 25th world men’s 

championship, at which the French team will be defending its title at the AccorHotels Arena. In 

December 2018, the arena will also host the European women’s handball championship. Paris really 

is the capital of this particular sport. www.francehandball2017.com.  

May 2017: The 2017 ice hockey world championships. The AccorHotels Arena will echo with the 

clashing of pucks and sticks. Paris will host one preliminary round group and two quarter-final 

games in the championship, which it is co-hosting with Germany. www.hockeyfrance.com 

September 2017: World wrestling championships. The world’s best wrestlers will be locked in fierce 

combat at the AccorHotels Arena. Expect an electric atmosphere. www.fflutte.com 

August 2018: Gay Games. In line with its longstanding tradition of inclusion and equality, Paris will 

be hosting the 10th edition of the Gay Games, to be held in some of the French capital’s most 

emblematic cultural and sporting venues: the Arènes de Lutèce, the AccorHotels Arena, Roland-

Garros and the Philharmonie. www.paris2018.com 

September 2018: Ryder Cup. This prestigious and renowned competition involving the top European 

and American golfers will be held to the north of Paris, at the golf course in Saint Quentin en 

Yvelines. www.ffgolf.org 

June/July 2019: FIFA women’s world cup 2019. The goal structures at the Jean Bouin stadium will 

be adapted, and 20,000 spectators will be able to watch the increasingly popular women’s football 

championship, which draws ever-bigger audiences these days.  

More events on parisinfo.com 

 

 

 

http://www.francehandball2017.com/
http://www.parisinfo.com/ou-sortir-a-paris/sports-et-jeux-a-paris
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Why not combine sport and sightseeing in Paris? Running, cycling and skating are excellent 

alternative ways to explore the city: you’ll get off the beaten track and stumble upon hidden 

corners of the French capital. Set off to discover the Paris of Parisians as you travel the city’s 

districts, squares, and streets under your own steam.  

  

 

If you enjoy running, you’ll find it’s a great way to admire the beauty and variety of Paris parks and 

gardens. Go for a run from the Louvre via the obelisk in Place de la Concorde to the Jardin des 

Tuileries; jog around the French-style gardens at the ‘Luco’, as Parisians call the Luxembourg 

gardens behind the Palais du Sénat; explore the hilly slopes, hanging bridge, caves and waterfalls at 

the Parc des Buttes-Chaumont, and admire the magnificent trees and green spaces in the Parc 

Monceau and the Parc Montsouris.  

If you’re a competitive runner, or simply wish to set yourself a challenge, Paris hosts the queen of 

races – the marathon – every year in April. Classed among the top five races, alongside the New 

York, London, Berlin and Chicago marathons, the Paris marathon is one of the most prestigious races 

in the world. Created in 1976, it now draws more than 50,000 participants, who run a distance of 

42.195 km through the capital’s historic streets (Avenue des Champs-Elysées, Rue de Rivoli, Place 

de la Bastille etc.) and forest trails (in the Bois de Vincennes and Bois de Boulogne) to get to the 

finish line at the foot of the Arc de Triomphe. The Paris half-marathon in March and the famous 

Paris-Versailles race (16 km, from the Eiffel Tower to the chateau of the Sun King in September 

each year – reputed to be a tough course, with a substantial climb up the Côte des Gardes), are also 

good ways to visit the city or to do practice runs for the Paris marathon. Several 10K races are also 

organized in most Paris arrondissements, so you can run all year round while exploring every district 

of the city.  
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Official website of the Paris marathon: http://www.schneiderelectricparismarathon.com/fr 
Website of the Paris half-marathon: http://www.fitbitsemideparis.com/fr 
Website of the Paris-Versailles race: http://www.parisversailles.com/ 
Paris race and running news: http://www.parisrunningtour.com/ 
Paris parks and gardens: www.evous.fr/Guide-des-plus-beaux-parcs-et-jardins-de-Paris, 1176706.html. 

www.paris.fr 

 

If you enjoy cycling, Paris has hundreds of kilometres of cycling paths, so you can explore every inch 

of the city. With nearly 1,300 docking stations dotted around the city, the self-service ‘Velib’ bike 

rental scheme lets you easily find a bike anytime you need one. Why not take advantage of the 

cycle hire scheme to explore lesser-known parts of Paris? If you’re up for some climbing, pedal your 

way to Belleville and take the Rue Piat (20th). You’ll be rewarded by one of the most spectacular 

(and least-known) views of Paris, with the city’s monuments spread out beneath your gaze. If you’d 

rather ride a flat stretch, cycle alongside the Canal Saint-Martin. Pass the Hôtel du Nord, where 

Arletty played her famous scene in the eponymous French film, and carry on to the vast expanse of 

the Parc de la Villette. For some fast riding, head to the Bois de Boulogne or the Bois de Vincennes, 

where you’ll find hundreds of determined and enthusiastic amateur cyclists training every day amid 

the trees, far from the traffic and bustle of the city.  

If you’d simply like to go on a bike tour with a friendly group of people, the association Paris Rando 

Vélo organizes night-time rides on Fridays and daytime rides on Sundays: a great way to explore 

Paris in all safety, at a moderate pace. Paris Bike Tour also organizes guided bicycle tours of Paris.  

If you enjoy skating, you’ll have fun doing some late-night rollerblading in Paris. The association 

Pari Roller organizes a ‘Paris by night’ outing once a week for experienced skaters: a fast, exciting 

30-km tour. Skaters of all skill levels are welcome at the ‘Rollers et coquillages’ association, which 

organizes leisurely skating tours to be enjoyed with friends or family every Sunday:  a wonderful, 

free-wheeling way to admire the sights. And if you’d rather skate on an ice rink than the road, the 

open-air rink set up every winter outside the magnificent Hôtel de Ville (Paris City Council) building 

across from the BHV department store is the place to go.  

Paris parks and gardens: www.evous.fr/Guide-des-plus-beaux-parcs-et-jardins-de-
Paris,1176706.html. www.paris.fr  

http://www.schneiderelectricparismarathon.com/fr
http://www.parisversailles.com/
http://www.parisrunningtour.com/
http://www.evous.fr/Guide-des-plus-beaux-parcs-et-jardins-de-Paris
http://www.evous.fr/Guide-des-plus-beaux-parcs-et-jardins-de-Paris,1176706.html
http://www.evous.fr/Guide-des-plus-beaux-parcs-et-jardins-de-Paris,1176706.html
http://www.paris.fr/
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wwwparisvelosympas.com; www.freescoot.com; www.legrandhuit.eu/fr/. Full list of 
addresses on parisinfo.com. 
Rollerblading: www.pari-roller.com. www.rollers-coquillages.org 

Ice skating rink: www.paris.fr 

 

The Berges de Seine: a place for lazing, strolling or playing sport  

 

In New York, there’s the High Line along the Hudson River. Paris has its Berges de Seine: the quays, 

which are on Unesco’s list of world heritage. After visiting the Musée d’Orsay, why not go for a 

romantic stroll along the Seine quayside? Or take the kids along, so they have a chance to run 

around. Just go down a few steps to reach the banks of the river, where you can walk, run, cycle or 

rollerblade along a 2.3-km pedestrian promenade alongside the Seine, all the way to the Eiffel 

Tower. Take a leisurely stroll to admire the beauty of Paris and its monuments, or work up a sweat 

on the sports trail. Featuring a suspended ladder, an acceleration lane, rings and ropes to hang 

from, an athletics track where you can time yourself doing the 100 metres, deckchairs for crunches 

and pull-up beams, the trail is popular with weekend exercisers as well as fitness fanatics, and it’s 

an entertaining, sporty way to be out and about in Paris with the family. Don’t miss the opportunity 

to get some exercise in this romantic and sought-after spot with views of major monuments such as 

the Eiffel Tower, the Louvre and Place de la Concorde.  

www.lesberges.paris.fr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you enjoy swimming, Paris has some truly exceptional places where you can do a few lengths or 

improve your front crawl technique. At the 50-m Piscine Keller in the 15th arrondissement, the roof 

is opened up six months of the year, so you can enjoy an open-air swim as well as a superb view of 

the buildings along the Seine. Housed in a giant barge and protected in winter by a glass roof which 

is opened up in summer, the Josephine Baker swimming pool on the quayside in the 13th 

arrondissement overlooks the river and the boats chugging along it – you almost feel like you’re 

http://www.velib.paris/
http://www.parisrandovelo.fr/
http://www.freescoot.com/
http://www.legrandhuit.eu/fr/
http://www.parisinfo.com/paris-pratique/se-deplacer-a-paris/location-de-vehicules/velos
http://www.pari-roller.com/
http://www.rollers-coquillages.org/
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Batofar, a veritable Paris institution, are perfect for relaxing after all your hard work in the pool.  

Or why not go all out and splurge on a stay inside a pool? The Piscine Molitor, opened in 1929 and 

now a listed building, famed for its art deco splendour, was a magnet for the Parisian avant-garde in 

the 1960s. It has recently been transformed into a luxury hotel-club with a difference. The rooms 

overlook and provide access to the indoor and outdoor pools. It offers an original and magical stay 

in the heart of Paris while experiencing a slice of the city’s history. If you’re on a budget, you can 

still soak up the ambience by having a drink on the beautiful rooftop terrace (open-air in summer), 

or enjoying dinner in the gastronomic restaurant. 

Paris swimming pools: www.paris.fr/piscines. www.nageurs.com/piscines-Paris 

Hôtel Molitor Paris – Mgallery - www.mltr.fr 

 

Offbeat ways to experience Paris and get some exercise 

   

 

If you’re looking to wind down, relax and enjoy some quiet time after a busy day sightseeing and 

shopping, the association Yoga on top is exactly what you need. They organize yoga lessons in some 

of the most beautiful and unusual spots in Paris. Check out the association’s website (www.yoga-on-

top.fr) to find the perfect location for your yoga lesson: on a rooftop terrace, inside a park, in a 

covered market, in a luxury hotel, etc. 

And if you think rollerblading, bicycling, yoga or jogging in parks are overrated, or too 

commonplace, Paris has plenty of unexpected and unusual sporting activities up its sleeve. There 

really is no sport you can’t play in Paris.  

For example, are you keen on watersports? Then you can get into a wetsuit and jump into the Seine 

for some waterskiing or wakeboarding. The Centre nautique in the 19th arrondissement organizes 

surface water sports on the Seine, alongside the Bois de Boulogne. (Club nautique du 19e, 28 avenue 

Simon Bolivar, Paris 19th - M°Ourcq. www.cn19.fr) 

In search of sky-high thrills? Play at being Tarzan and Jane with the treetrop adventure course at 

the Parc Floral, in the Bois de Vincennes, a five-minute walk from the metro station. Suspension 

bridges, tightropes, zip lines and other high-flying challenges over four courses make for an 

http://www.paris.fr/piscines
http://www.nageurs.com/piscines-Paris
http://www.mltr.fr/
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12th, M° Château de Vincennes. www.evasion-verte.fr/parc-floral/) 

Looking for a dance workout? You’ll find many places to take an energetic dance class inside or 

outside Paris on the onydanse website (www.onydanse.com). The website has a comprehensive list 

of locations offering lessons in new dance forms, so you can be up to speed with the latest trends.   

And if you’ve always secretly dreamt of becoming a cabaret dancer, you can learn how to dance the 

French cancan at the Paradis Latin. Everything is taken care of – from your hairstyle to your makeup 

and a costume complete with spangles. And, with help from real dancers at the Paradis Latin, you’ll 

soon know everything there is to know about the cancan and Paris popular culture. 

(www.paradislatin.com).  

Feel like taking a swing at a ball? You can play golf at the Longchamp racecourse, or learnt to play 

Basque pelota, which essentially consists of pounding a ball against a concrete wall, at the Trinquet 

in the 16th arrondissement. Paris is a city where you can play any game at all – even baseball, on a 

beautiful field in the middle of the Bois de Vincennes.  

Golfing in Paris. www.golfduboisdeboulogne.fr 
Play Basque pelota. www.autrinquet.com 
Play a baseball game. Mortemart or Pershing baseball diamonds, Angle de l'avenue du Tremblay, 
Paris 12th, Bois de Vincennes.  

Original and offbeat sports and activities in Paris. www.quefaire.paris.fr, www.mercialfred.com 

  

http://www.onydanse.com/
http://www.paradislatin.com/
http://www.golfduboisdeboulogne.fr/
http://www.autrinquet.com/
http://www.quefaire.paris.fr/
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Crowds spilling out onto the pavement, shouts of encouragement, 

laughter and a buzzing atmosphere: hundreds of bars and cafés in 

the city come alive each time there is a major international sporting 

event. Scotsmen in kilts pub-hopping during the Six Nations 

tournament, British fans bellowing ‘God Save the Queen’ in bars on 

the ‘Rue de la Soif’ (street of thirst), Portuguese supporters driving 

along the Champs-Elysées honking their horns, Parisians parading 

around with their faces painted blue, white and red when the 

French national team is playing … these festive moments of collective enthusiasm are an essential 

part of Paris’s identity. Why not experience this aspect of the city and be part of the excitement by 

getting people together for an evening of football or rugby-watching in one of the French capital’s 

numerous bars? Whatever the establishment you choose – a British-style pub, a bar with new-

generation big-screen televisions, a traditional brasserie or a small Parisian café – you’ll find that 

the following selection of bars has everything you need to enjoy watching a good match. There are 

bars in every district, to suit all pockets. And since Paris is bursting with bars of every description, 

you’ll probably discover many other places of your own to add to this list.  

 

● Mc Brides Irish Pub. A classic Irish pub: beer, billiards and a laid-back atmosphere. Packed on 

match evenings. 54 rue Saint Denis, Paris 1st.  M° Les Halles.  

● Hide Out Châtelet. In the Marais: a shrine for sports fans, with 7 giant screens. There’s a pub 

with a dance floor in the 12th-century cellar, and some of the cheapest beer in Paris. 46 rue des 

Lombards, Paris 1st.  M° Les Halles. www.hideout-bar.com 

● Le Players. If you don’t want to miss a single moment of a football match, this bar near the 

Grands Boulevards is the place to be. It has no fewer than 30 HD screens over three floors. During 

the Champions League or other championships, you can keep an eye on several matches at the same 

time. 161 rue Montmartre, Paris 2nd -  M° Grands Boulevards. www.leplayers.com 

● The Thistle. A taste of Scotland in Paris, with three screens, happy hours and a menu boasting an 

incomparable selection of whiskies. 112 rue Saint Denis, Paris 2nd - M° Etienne Marcel. www.the-

thistle.com 

● Le Corcoran’s. An Irish pub on the Grands Boulevards: Guinness, billiards, and 9 big-screen 

televisions. The pub sometimes celebrates French goals with happy hours. 23 boulevard 

Poissonnière, Paris 2nd - M° Grands Boulevards. www.corcoranirishpub.fr 

http://www.evous.fr/Rue-Saint-Denis-75001-75002-Paris,204972.html
http://www.evous.fr/Metro-Les-Halles,204029.html
http://www.evous.fr/Metro-Les-Halles,204029.html
http://www.evous.fr/spip.php?page=mot&id_mot=208749
http://www.evous.fr/The-Thistle,1146327.html
http://www.evous.fr/Corcoran-s,1164927.html
http://www.evous.fr/Boulevard-Poissonniere-75002-75009-Paris,203904.html
http://www.evous.fr/Boulevard-Poissonniere-75002-75009-Paris,203904.html
http://www.corcoranirishpub.fr/
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popular pub with a good reputation, known for its craft beers. There are several branches in Paris, 

where you can watch other games too – American soccer at the Saint Germain des Prés or Bastille 

branches, for example. 116 rue Saint Denis, Paris 2nd - M° Etienne Marcel. www.frogpubs.com 

● Le Truskel. A real rockers’ pub, which also welcomes football fans. Four screens broadcast 

matches when major football events are on. 12 rue Feydeau, Paris 2nd - M° Grands Boulevards. 

www.truskel.com 

● Sof’s bar. A hidden, cosy bar with red brick walls in the Montorgueil district. A place for regulars 

and people in the know. It draws a very Parisian crowd, and shows big football matches. 43 rue 

Saint Sauveur, Paris 2nd - M° Sentier.  

● Hetfeeld’s Pub. Several televisions, a giant screen and cheap beer: this roomy pub with a friendly 

atmosphere is a good place to watch a match with a group of friends. 17 boulevard Poissonnière, 

Paris 2nd - M° Grands Boulevards. 

● Café Klein Holland. One of the few Dutch pubs in Paris: giant screens, all-round football mania 

and a great atmosphere. 36 rue du Roi de Sicile, Paris 4th - M° Saint Paul.  

 ● The Auld Alliance. A pub with traditional Scottish decor with a strong focus on rugby, but 

prepared to make an exception for the Euro 16 football championship. Courageous diners can 

sample Scotland’s best-known speciality, haggis (stuffed sheep stomach). 80 rue François Miron, 

Paris 4th - M° Saint Paul. www.theauldalliance.com 

● Villa Notte. A friendly Italian bar in the heart of the Latin Quarter where you can cheer your team 

along with all the other tifosi. 14 rue Hautefeuille, Paris 5th - M° Cluny la Sorbonne/Saint Michel. 

●  La Taverne des Korrigans. A bar for serious rugby fans. The owner is a rugby man, and all the 

customers are rugby mad. 42 rue Cardinal Lemoine, Paris 5th - M° Cardinal Lemoine. 

www.taverne.deskorrigans.free.fr 

● The Local. This usually quiet bar is packed on match days, when crowds of fans pour in for a drink 

and a glimpse of the action on the giant screen. 54 rue de la clef, Paris 5th - M° Jussieu or Place 

Monge.  

●  The Long Hop. This large three-storey pub a stone’s throw from Notre Dame Cathedral has an 

outside terrace, televisions and giant screens. It is very popular with the student crowd in the Latin 

Quarter. 27 rue Frédéric Sauton, Paris 5th. M°Maubert-Mutualité 

● The Fifth Bar. This sports bar in the middle of busy Rue Mouffetard mainly draws Brits and 

students. With two floors and four screens, it packs in large numbers of football fans. 62 rue 

Mouffetard, Paris 5th - M° Place Monge.  

http://www.evous.fr/The-Frog-and-Rosbif,1124852.html
http://www.truskel.com/
http://www.evous.fr/The-Auld-Alliance-Scottish-Pub,1146324.html
http://www.theauldalliance.com/
http://www.evous.fr/La-Villa-Notte,1124955.html
http://www.evous.fr/La-Taverne-des-Korrigans,1168973.html
http://www.evous.fr/The-Long-Hop,1169779.html
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T ● Aux Marsouins. A traditional Paris brasserie  with several screens, including one on the terrace. It 

is the favourite hangout of neighbourhood sports fans. 50 boulevard de Port Royal, Paris 5th - M° 

Les Gobelins.  

●The Bombardier Pub. Located on the same square as the Pantheon, this quintessential British pub 

is a magnet for neighbourhood students, who come here to enjoy a pint and watch TV sport fixtures. 

2 place du Panthéon, Paris 5th - M° Cardinal Lemoine.  

● Little Temple Bar. In the heart of the area locally known as ‘Rue de la Soif’, i.e. ‘street of thirst’ 

because it is packed with watering holes, this crowded Irish pub that every self-respecting rugby fan 

in Paris knows about shows matches on several giant screens. 12 rue Princesse, Paris 6th - M° 

Mabillon/Saint-Sulpice. www.littletemplebar.fr 

● The Moosehead. A Canadian bar, the Moosehead is true to the spirit of a traditional Canadian 

pub. It shows all the major North American sporting events – in English – on several televisions. 16 

rue des Quatre Vents, Paris 6th - M° Odéon. www.mooseparis.com 

● Café Oz Grand Boulevards. An Australian bar devoted to partying, clubbing and sports 

broadcasts, showing several matches a day. 8 Boulevard Montmartre, Paris 9th - M° Grands 

Boulevards. www.cafe-oz.com 

● French Flair - Bar rugby. A proper Parisian bar in the Pigalle district, where you can join other 

rugby fans to celebrate the French flair of the national team. Behind the unremarkable façade is a 

bar with carefully thought-out decor and two giant screens, so you’ll never miss a try. No burgers or 

bagels here: they serve traditional French fare like platters of charcuterie and cheese to nibble 

while watching your rugby match. 75 Bis Boulevard de Clichy, Paris 9th - M° Blanche.  

● The Coq and Bulldog. This pub shows all the matches, but they are die-hard Manchester United 

fans. 64 rue de Clichy, Paris 9th - M° Place de Clichy.  

● Bambolina Caffe. This is the Paris café where Napoli supporters get together. A warm and 

authentic atmosphere. 13 rue Rougemont, Paris 9th - M° Grands Boulevards. 

●  Le Mansart. Spur-of-the-moment table football games with fiercely competitive players are a 

staple feature at this 1950s-style bar. Both traditional and trendy, it is one of the most popular 

spots of the moment in South Pigalle. 1 rue Mansart, Paris 9th - M° Blanche. 

● The Cork and Cavan Pub. Two flat screens showing games on match days and a large room at the 

back with a dart board to keep you busy at half-time. An authentic Irish pub popular with Paris 

hipsters. On sunny days, you can sip your drink sitting out on the pavement along the Canal Saint 

Martin. 70 quai de Jemmapes, Paris 10th - M° Goncourt.  

http://www.mooseparis.com/
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T ●  Bar Saint-Sébastien. There are two screens showing football matches in this pleasant 

neighbourhood bar with a clientele of regulars and locals. 42 rue St Sébastien, Paris 11th – M° 

Richard Lenoir.  

●  Rush Bar. This English pub is the headquarters of Liverpool fans in Paris. There is a frenzied but 

good-natured atmosphere during big matches. 32 rue St Sébastien, Paris 11th - M° Saint Sébastien 

Froissart. www.rushbarparis.com 

● Madame Sans-gêne. Located in the heart of the festive, trendy Oberkampf district, Madame sans-

gêne is a bar with a convivial atmosphere. Run by a group of friends, it is popular with young 

Parisians. The vaulted cellar-like premises are an attractive setting in which to watch sporting 

events. 122 rue Oberkampf, Paris 11th - M° Parmentier.  

●Le Magellan. Tucked away in a small street, this is an ideal, and totally Parisian, hideout for 

people in search of a warm, cosy atmosphere with no crowds. Most of the customers at this bar are 

regulars and locals, who settle down on the comfortable red leather sofas to watch matches. 12 rue 

des Goncourt, Paris 11th - M° Goncourt.  

● Downtown Café. A warm, intimate bar with cosy, comfortable seating where matches are shown 

on a big screen with a video projector in a peaceful atmosphere. A good place if you’re looking for 

an alternative to the crowded pubs and bars showing live football. 46 rue Jean-Pierre Timbaud, 

Paris 11th - M° Parmentier.  

● La Pirada. Tapas and paella are served in this bar near Bastille, where everybody cheers for Real 

Madrid. 11 rue de Lappe, Paris 11th - M° Bastille.  

● The Lions. This traditional English pub – a Paris institution – has recently moved to the 13th 

arrondissement. The Lions is a firm favourite with football and rugby fans, and beer lovers often 

drop in for a pint after work. It is a spacious place with several televisions. 153 rue du Chevaleret, 

Paris 13th - M° Chevaleret. www.thelionsparis.fr 

 

● Havane Café. Despite the name, there’s nothing Cuban about this bar, which serves regional 

specialities from the Auvergne to sample while watching a variety of sporting events. 70 Bis 

Boulevard Auguste Blanqui, Paris 13th - M° Corvisart. 

●  La Belette qui tète. A friendly, discreet local bar known for its affordable prices, where people 

come to watch major matches. 17 Boulevard Arago, Paris 13th - M° Les Gobelins. 

www.lebelettequitete.fr 

●  Le Losserand Café. A convivial Paris brasserie with stylish decor where football fans get together 

to watch matches in a cosy lounge atmosphere. 77 rue Raymond Losserand, Paris 14th - M° Pernety.  

http://www.timeout.fr/paris/bar/le-magellan
http://www.thelionsparis.fr/
http://www.lebelettequitete.fr/
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T ● Au Métro 14. A traditional Paris bistro serving regional French dishes, where sporting events are 

shown all year round. The bar is a favourite haunt of PSG supporters. 66 rue Raymond Losserand, 

Paris 14th - M° Pernety. www.aumetro.fr 

● L’Heuresup. A cocktail and tapas bar with three HD screens and a good atmosphere. 299 Rue 

Lecourbe, Paris 15th -  M° Lourmel.  

● Le Comptoir. A lively, affordable neighbourhood rugby bar with a loyal clientele. It has a big 

circular bar and a pleasant terrace. 354 rue de Vaugirard, Paris 15th – M° Convention. www.le-

comptoir-rugby-bar.com  

● Play Off Wagram. Halfway between an English pub and American sports bar, the Playoff Wagram 

has everything it takes for a good night out: beer, friends and sport. 58 avenue de Wagram, Paris 

17th - M° Ternes. www.playoff.fr 

●  Le Progrès. An authentic old-fashioned bar at the foot of Montmartre. A place for Parisians in the 

know. The perfect place to watch a match in peace and quiet. 7 rue des trois frères, Paris 18th - M° 

Abbesses.  

●  Le Supercoin. With a focus on craft beer and pop culture, the Supercoin is an affordable, no-

frills bar – a friendly, lively place to have a good time, listen to music and watch football matches. 

3 rue Baudelique, Paris 18th - M° Jules Joffrin/Simplon.  

● The Harp. Home to the Celtic supporters club, on the edges of Pigalle. The green flag on the 

ceiling is a touch of Glasgow in Paris. 118 Boulevard de Clichy, Paris 18th - M° Blanche/Place de 

Clichy.  

●  Le Mauri7. Lively table football games, reasonable prices and a friendly, laid-back atmosphere in 

this little bar on Faubourg Saint Denis. 46 rue du Faubourg Saint Denis, Paris 10th - M° Strasbourg 

Saint-Denis.  

●  Belushi’s. Young visitors should head to Belushi’s, a favourite with students and young people in 

Paris. This youth hostel has a buzzing bar/restaurant with a cosmopolitan vibe. The two Belushi’s in 

Paris – along the Canal de l’Ourcq and next to the Gare du Nord respectively – show football, rugby 

and baseball matches on multiple screens. The one in the Villette district has a terrace overlooking 

the canal, while the one near Gare du Nord has a stage above the bar and a crazy atmosphere. 5 rue 

de Dunkerque, Paris 10th - M° Gare du Nord / 159 rue de Crimée, Paris 19th - M° Crimée. 

www.belushis.com/bars/paris 

●  Les Tontons Bringueurs. Located on a street in Menilmontant with more than its fair share of 

trendy bars (such as the Bellevilloise), the Tontons Bringueurs is a friendly neighbourhood bistro 

which pays tribute to cheeky Parisian humour and Audiard films. Football matches are shown on the 

http://www.evous.fr/Rue-Lecourbe-75015-Paris,203928.html
http://www.evous.fr/Rue-Lecourbe-75015-Paris,203928.html
http://www.le-comptoir-rugby-bar.com/
http://www.le-comptoir-rugby-bar.com/
http://www.playoff.fr/
http://www.belushis.com/bars/paris
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your best bet. 1 rue Boyer, Paris 20th - M° Gambetta.  

And, if you like to play football while sipping a beer or a glass of wine, here is a good place to try 

your hand at table football. Locally known as ‘babyfoot’, the game is played with artistry and skill 

in France, and has long been a traditional pastime in Paris bars.  

●  Mama Shelter. There is a large wooden babyfoot table in the middle of the restaurant at this 
trendy hotel designed by Philippe Starck. 109 rue de Bagnolet, Paris 20th - M° Porte de Bagnolet. 
www.mamashelter.com 
 

Find a bar to watch a match in Paris: www.evous.fr/Paris.html, www.pariszigzag.fr, 

www.allomatch.com 

DINING INSIDE A MAJOR SPORTING VENUE 
 

If you’d like to really soak up the atmosphere of a great sporting venue, it’s possible to have lunch 

or dinner – both during events and at other times of year – in the Stade de France, Roland-Garros, 

the AccorHotels Arena and the Vincennes racecourse.  

Perched on the eighth floor of the Stade de France, the restaurant Le Club, owned by the Lenôtre 

group, offers a sweeping view over the stands and the pitch. Serving traditional French gastronomic 

cuisine, it is the perfect place to organize a business lunch. Le Club. 

A short distance from the Philippe Chatrier court at Roland Garros, you can enjoy brunch, lunch or 

dinner on a shady, flower-bedecked terrace in the heart of the stadium: a peaceful haven far from 

the bustle of the city, and a great place to relax on a summer’s day in Paris.  Le Roland-Garros 

Located inside the brand-new AccorHotels Arena, the Showtime is a trendy restaurant with Wi-Fi 

connectivity serving neo-bistro food. There is always something going on: culinary shows by top 

chefs, themed brunches and teatime snacks, and a ‘social wall’ featuring  the  latest celebrity 

gossip and comments from fans. This Right Bank restaurant is very much in keeping with the times. 

Le Showtime 

Open in the daytime and in the evening on race days, the Panoramique restaurant inside the 

Vincennes racecourse puts the focus on bistronomy. As its name indicates, it offers a spectacular 

view of the racetrack and the racecourse. Le Panoramique. 

Crédits photos : AFP Reuters, Stade de France, AFP, Le Figaro, SNCF, Parkings de Paris, Tim de 

Waele, TDWsport.com, Presse Sports/Papon, Charles Platiau Reuters, AFP/J.Nackstrand, 

Traktorminze, VelibCourtesy of ASO – Marathon de Paris – Eric Vargoliu, Ville de Paris, Gaël Chardon 

– Flickr, Molitor, Fête du nautisme, Sébastien Soriano/Le Figaro 

 

http://www.mamashelter.com/
http://www.evous.fr/Paris.html
http://www.pariszigzag.fr/
http://www.lenotre.com/recevoir-avec-lenotre/ou-recevoir-avec-lenotre/espaces-parisiens/le-stade-de-france.html.
http://www.rolandgarros-salons.com/restaurant-le-roland-garros-paris-16.html
http://www.restaurant-hippodrome.com/index.cfm/page/LID/1/RID/4031/

